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Redlands Water & Power Company

Redlands Water & Power Company (RW&PC) diverts water from the Gunnison River approximately 2.4 miles upstream from the Confluence of the Gunnison and the Colorado Rivers for the purposes of irrigation and power generation.

•  Originally conceived in 1901.
•  RW&PC was privately organized in 1905, for irrigation and a hydroelectric power plant.
•  Later they filed under the Desert Land Act of 1877 to promote the economic development of the arid and semiarid public lands of the Western United States to reclaim, irrigate, and cultivate arid and semiarid public lands.
•  Construction work started in 1905.
•  First land was irrigated in 1907.
•  Company was then reorganized as The Red Lands Company in 1912.
•  Operated under this name until 1925 when ownership was turned over to the shareholders and reorganized as a non-profit, shareholder owned organization and was directed by a seven-member Board of Directors.
•  Much of this infrastructure today is over 100 years old.

We currently serve 5,760 shares of water owned by 1,115 Shareholders

•  Covering about 4,500 acres
•  Through 26 miles of canals
•  Comprised of 5 separate canals
•  4 pump stations & 4 lift pipes
•  6 underground siphons
•  1 above ground flume
•  Since 2020, we’ve been working to convert much of our historic data management system over to a Geographic Information System (GIS).
•  This allows us to track our current physical assets (headgates / weirs / siphons / flumes and other physical structures within our district) to points on a digital map.
•  We can also exchange information regarding these features with both office and field staff at the same time.
•  The previous system involved printed maps, printed photos and information obtained from staff or other entities on an as-needed basis and hard-copy filed. 
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•  GIS also allows the direct and immediate exchange of information with other entities (including City and County) systems.
•  We utilize the same data that they do. When they update their system, we get it seamlessly & automatically.
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Woodcock Substation 
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Flash Flooding
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